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INTRODUCTION 


I have known Bro. Glover Shipp for a number of years 
by reputation. His name became very familiar to me 
back in the early 1960’s when he wrote regularly for the 
Christian Chronicle. These articles were of particular 
interest to me because they contained information about 
different countries around the world that were in need 
of the gospel. Next, I learned that Bro. Shipp would be 
a part of a group effort to take the gospel to Belo Hor- 
izonte, Brazil. It became evident then that here was a 
man that was not going to be content only to write of the 
need for world evangelism but he and his family would 
become involved themselves as missionaries. From these 
early beginnings therefore I have kept up with this man 
and his work and I have come to appreciate and admire 
his great zeal for spreading the cause of Christ. 


It was my privilege to meet Bro. Shipp in person at 
the Pan American Lectureship in Guatamala City, Guata- 
mala in 1971 and again at the Pan American Lectureship 
in Quito, Ecuador in November of 1972. Over the years 
I have corresponded with him concerning the possibility 
of doing some writing in the interest of mission work. 
This book of prayers is the first effort but we look for- 
ward to others that will follow. Certainly, here is a man 
that is well qualified by education, travel, first-hand ex- 
perience, and his love for this type of work, to author the 
kind of materials that can be a great asset in informing 
and inspiring brethren to act on the great commission. 


This work does not by any means intend to suggest 
that this represents the full prayer life of the author for 
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the time covered. These prayers are not even complete 
but are produced in this form to give you some glimpses 
into the life of a missionary. Nothing is being polished 
over. It lays bare the heart of this man. It shows his 
strengths, but also his weaknesses. It shows his great 
need for God and how important prayer is to the mission- 
ary and to the work that he is trying to do. Therefore, 
this work should be a means to encourage and inspire 
those who read it to be better Christians and above all to 
pray more. Finally, we would pray that it would help 
to draw one and all closer to the missionary and his task 
as you share with him his problems, needs, joys, and 
dozens and dozens of heart rendering experiences. Pray 
yourself and pray for him and with him look to the Lord 
for help, guidance, and strength to do more. 


—J. C. Choate 
Winona, Mississippi 
October 30, 1974 


Dedicated to 
MY SAVIOR 


Whose I am, and who 
made it all possible. 


AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


Born in Yakima, Washington in 1927 and reared his 
first twelve years largely in a farming community near 
Eugene, Oregon, and his teen years in California, Glover 
Shipp has experienced a wide variety of occupations and 
interests. 


Great-grandson and grandson of elders of Churches of 
Christ in Oregon, and son of a preacher, C. H. Shipp, he 
has a long heritage in the Restoration Movement, as well 
as frequent contact with missions and missionaries. 


He holds two degrees from Pepperdine University, where 
he was student body president and recipient of several 
other honors, and has engaged in graduate study in several 
cther colleges and universities, having also taught at Pep- 
perdine and briefly, at Abilene Christian College. He is 
a commercial artist and illustrator, having spent a num- 
ber of years in these professions, both in religious pub- 
lishing houses and commercial firms. He is a journalist 
well-known in Churches of Christ, having served on the 
staffs of several church publications, as well as having 
been assistant editor of Christian Chronicle and editor of 
Communion Quester. While with the Chronicle he spe- 
cialized in research articles on missions. He is also ex- 
perienced in public relations, having acted in this capacity 
at Pepperdine. And certainly not least, he has preached 
for congregations in Texas and California and has served 
as a deacon and educational director. 


In 1967 he and his family journeyed to Brazil in the 
vanguard of a group movement to the city of Belo Hor- 
izonte. For seven years in that city he has been responsible 
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for a developing publications program, writing courses, 
books, tracts, and articles, as well as editing and illustrat- 
ing a magazine, Volta a Biblia, which is distributed in 
more than 20 countries. He also directs the recruitment 
of workers for Brazil, assists in the development of con- 
gregations, preaches, teaches a variety of classes, and par- 
ticipated in the planning and direction of youth camps, 
missionary retreats, campaigns, and other events. 


He has been a speaker at a number of mission work- 
shops, assisted in the development of Abilene Christian 
College’s Mission Center, and has been active in the pro- 
motion of the annual Pan-American Lectures since their 
inception in 1963. He was recently named as director 
for the 1974 lectureship, to be held in Belo Horizonte. 


In addition to this book, he is preparing a text on mis- 
sions and the local church, entitled Fire in Our Bones, as 
well as study books (in Portuguese) on Church History 
and Christian Evidences. 


He is married to the former Marjorie (Margie) Smith, of 
Los Angeles, California. They have four sons (two mar- 
ried and one a Pepperdine student on a two-year mission 
apprentice program in Brazil) and an adopted daughter. 
Cover Design by the Author 


PREFACE 


Men and women engaged in mission work, especially 
in a foreign country, are often looked upon as more than 
human — somehow above all of the normal frustrations, 
pressures, temptations, and sins of lesser mortals. They 
are thought to be odd sorts, devoting their lives “to put- 
ting tops on topless natives.” Or impractical people, out 
of touch with reality, somewhat over fanatic . 


This book wasn’t planned; it grew out of a normal] Chris- 
tian’s trials and victories as he serves his Master in the 
country of Brazil. In an effort to make his prayer life 
more meaningful and to enable him to review some of the 
petitions he had sent heavenward, for later thanksgiving 
and growth, he began writing the essence of his prayers 
in the form of short letters to the Lord. The material 
in this book comes out of the letters written during the 
year 1971. 


The reader will notice on these pages mountain peaks 
of joy and valleys of deep despair; times of unselfishness 
and dedication and times of self-interest and discourage- 
ment; holiness and sin. In short, a very human being 
beset with all the normal human pressures, as well as the 
multiplied pressures of life in a different culture. 


The main setting for God Answers His Mail is Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil, the third city of that great nation and 
capital of the state of Minas Gerais. Other locales men- 
tioned are Retiro dos Pinhetros, a Bible camp about fifteen 
miles out of the city, Monte das Oliveiras, a Bible camp 
near Sao Paulo (Brazil’s largest city), Rio de Janeiro, 
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Vitoria, Salvador, Recife, Brasilia, Porto Alegre, and other 
major cities of that country. 


Other persons mentioned are the author’s faithful, pa- 
tient wife, Margie, their sons, Gerald, David, Mark, and 
Terry, and their daughter, Cindy. At the time of writing 
they were approximately 21, 20, 18, 18, and 6. The two 
oldest had already returned to the United States for col- 
lege, and the oldest had married shortly before. Also 
mentioned are missionary colleagues —the Dale Browns, 
Darrel Davis’s, Cal Halls, Charley Huffmans, Carl Hender- 
sons, Frank Robert’s Les Bennetts, John McDonalds, John 
Paul Simon, Susan Hughes, Karen Williams, the C. H. 
Shipps (parents of the author), and others who had been 
or still were members of a mission team at work in that 
city. This team had entered Brazil in 1967, thus begin- 
ning its fifth year of service in Belo Horizonte during 
1971. Co-workers from other cities in Brazil and else- 
where are at times mentioned, as well as a sizeable number 
of Brazilian colleagues. 


The word Volta refers to Volta a Biblia (Back to the 
Bible), an evangelistic magazine published in Belo Horizon- 
te and distributed to Portuguese-speaking people through- 
out the world. The author serves as its editor and illus- 
trator. The word bairro refers to districts of this city 
of almost 2,000,000 inhabitants. Congregations coming 
out of this team effort are meeting in several bairros— 
Downtown, Vila Betania, Santa Efigenia-Saudade, Nova 
Granada, Carlos Prates, and others, with new works under- 
way or planned for several other districts. Escola da 
Biblia refers to our School of the Bible, which conducts 
live and correspondence courses, leadership training classes, 
and a number of other projects. It was, at this writing, 
also the meeting place of the Downtown congregation. 
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These letters to the Lord are placed in your hands, reader, 
with the prayer that they may give you greater insights 
into mission work and workers and into the daily struggle 
for faith and growth in the life of one of God’s normal 
soldiers out in the frontline trenches in Brazil. Through 
these letters may you be encouraged to risk more for the 
Lord, to become more personal in your prayer life, and 
to grow in your own Christian life. 


—The Author 


Caixa Postal 1514 
30.000 Belo Horizonte 
Brazil 


January 1, 1971 
Anapolis, State of Goias 
Brazil 


Well, Lord, here it is a new year. As usual, I’ve made 
up a list of goals and resolutions, but I’m a bit pessimistic 
about measuring up to them. Only You can give me that 
measure of Your grace necessary to grow in these points. 
One of my weakest areas of life, as You well know, is that 
of failure to spend sufficient time talking things over with 
You. I’m just cheating myself, and we both know it. But 
I get so busy, Lord . . . My priorities become confused, 
and I rob us of our time together. 


These year-end days are full of special riches. Father, 
bless this missionary conference, that all of us may be 
lifted to a higher level of understanding and unity in our 
work. 


January 5 
Bela Horizonte, Brazil 


Thank You for bringing us home safely, Father. Travel 
is a tiring, dangerous business here in this country. I’m 
still high over our studies in I Peter and in subjects re- 
lated to our service. But I’m tired ... As usually happens, 
I’m cranky, and the work is piled up in my office. Margie 
is still weak from that long, tedious blood disease. God, 
help me to learn more patience with her and with You. 
And if it is Your will, cure her and restore her to her 
task as wife, mother, and missionary.* 


*Answer: She is improved, for which we are most grate- 
ful, but still not healed of this disease. 
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January 10 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


Another busy, busy Sunday, with classes and worship 
around the city. It’s hard to worship when I’m exhausted 
from the endless demands on us for encouragement and 
instruction, for food and money ... and all of it in another 
language and culture. 


January 15 
Divinopolis 
Lord, this is another great city near Belo, also much in 
need of the Gospel. I pray that our contacts here may be 
led to Christ. I sense a general ignorance of spiritual 
things, even among active evangelical church members. 


January 21 
Belo Horizonte 


I’m ashamed of myself today, Father. I sinned last 
night, and I ask You to forgive me. But forgiveness isn’t 
enough. I need a greater measure of Your strength to 
help me overcome my weakness. 


The special issue of Volta is here from the printers. 
May it do great good for Your causes wherever it goes, 
Father.* I’m awed and humbled by the response it’s get- 
ting all over the world. Help me give You the glory for 
this, rather than my becoming puffed up over its success 
and defensive over its mistakes and weaknesses, as I was 
today. 


*Answer: This issue has been read by perhaps 100,000 
people and is still in demand. 
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January 25 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I slept little last night out of frustration over several 
things. For one, fewer than half of the members at 
Saudade were out to worship. I know this is where You 
want me to be, but oh, how painful it is sometimes! How 
much effort and the results seem often so slow and weak. 
And Dona Ermilie’s whole family! It is always upset 
over someone else’s behavior, and not a one of them can 
see that they have a serious family sickness—lack of moral 
fiber. Will the church ever be really strong here? Only 
You can make it so. 


I do want to thank You for the wonderful group of 
teenagers out last night at downtown services. Give us 
wisdom to build them up of strong faith and leadership. 


Today didn’t go so well, Lord. I was hot, I was tired, 
and I let myself slip so easily into my old critical nature. 
Take my tongue, Father, and make a strong bridle for it. 


January 27 
Belo Horizonte 


Father, here I go again! I went through an entire day 
of “busy work,” with only snatches here and there of 
prayer. I am grateful, very grateful, for all You do for 
me. But how often I forget to show it. Thank You, 
Father, and thank that wonderful family in Australia for 
its letter of encouragement. 


I’m still thinking about that naked little boy who sat 
on the front row at services last night in Saudade. We’re 
surrounded by such grinding poverty and ignorance. I 
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find it so difficult to shake off my own “poor boy’? complex 
from my Depression years’ childhood in the States. But 
here we’re considered wealthy because we’re Americans, — 
drive cars, and live in houses that are very average by 
our standards but palaces by the standards of many Brazil- 
ians. Father, give me wisdom and patience in my deal- 
ings with these folk. 


January 29 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I’m sick in spirit today after that long session last night 
over forgiveness. Please soften the hearts of our two sis- 
ters so they can forgive others against whom they hold 
so many grudges.* Did I do wrong in weeping in their 
presence as I did? I was so frustrated and filled with 
pity for them. I know I lost my “cool,” but I’m so afraid 
for their souls. 

And then that visit to Marli’s home—another tiny little 
shed and seemingly twelve people living in it... or maybe 
thirteen. Bless the church beginning in their home, Father. 


*Answer: They later returned to the church, although 
there is still evidence of their failure to for- 
give others. 


February 1 
Belo Horizonte 


I’m thankful for many things this morning, Father. It’s 
another “Belo” day. The children are back in school after 
their summer vacation, and a bit more peace and quiet 
will reign now at home. 

Yesterday was a mixed blessing for me, Lord. I’m still 
discouraged over the complaints by some of the members 
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at Saudade. They are criticizing the distribution of used 
clothing. (Shades of Acts 6:1) I’m sorely tempted to quit 
taking any clothing at all out to that bairro, but then how 
could we fill real needs when they arise? Oh, the irony 
of this situation! I had preached Saturday night on the 
Christian characteristics of love, unselfishness, and for- 
giveness. Sunday morning Cal preached again on love. 
But just a few minutes later,these people were criticizing 
the unselfish efforts that had been made to distribute the 
clothing, each one demanding more for himself and his 
family. 

But, along with these problems, I was reminded by 
Charley of the large number of young people gathered 
after worship downtown for a choral practice. Surely, 
these youth are the gems that You have given us. Thank 
You so much for them, Father. 


Today we are passing as a team through another time 
of trial and soul-testing. Please help us to resolve this 
matter in Christian love and forgiveness, remembering 
Paul’s instructions in Romans 12: “If possible, so far as 
it depends on you, live peaceably with all... never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God.” And help 
me, Lord, to be truly forgiving in my personal relations 
with this man who is causing us:concern and heartache. 


On the positive side, Father, thank You for bringing 
Hughes to us safely and for her warm and determined 
desire to become integrated into the work here. 


February 3 
Belo Horizonte 


Father, I’m writing today to ask for Your help. I want 
to forgive that man who has wronged us. I want to over- 
come the stresses I feel in my body and heart over this 


and the other trials we have been facing. But I can’t do 
it alone. Please help me to forgive and to resolve all that 
is possible to resolve. Give me a calm spirit again.* And 
especially, help me to know how to approach those who 
are being stumbling blocks to the growth of the church. 
Help me to be more wise, patient, and loving. 


I read Romans 12 last night and re-read it. There is 
so much for all of us to learn yet... 


*Answer: I have since overcome to a great extent this 
problem, although I still grieve for him. 


February 6 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I’m writing this to thank You for calming my spirit 
after those days of severe distress over the problems we 
have been facing. Once again, Your Word has helped 
me regain my spiritual balance. 


But I still remain preoccupied over some people and 
their attitudes. How can I grow in grace to where I can 
be more forgiving, more trusting, more peaceful in my 
own soul over others who appear to be a threat to our 
work in Your service? You know very well, Lord, that 
this is my old “Achilles Heel’ showing. When my work 
or my own peace is threatened, I worry myself to death 
over it.* Why can’t I learn to trust You to carry these 
burdens for me? Your shoulders are so much bigger 
than mine! 


*Answer: I am being helped abundantly in this area. 
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February 7 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 


Words can hardly describe the blessing we’re experienc- 
ing in this pioneering youth camp session here. How far 
these young people have come in their Christian growth! 
It’s a thrill to watch them so stirred by this new experience 
and to see them respond as they do. Bless them, Father. 
Give them courage to really set ablaze the tiny spark we 
have been permitted to kindle here. 


February 8 
Belo Horizonte 


Father, this weekend was so full and so rich in growth 
and fellowship! Never have we had an hour so filled with 
a sense of Christian comradeship as the one last night 
after worship. 


Father, here’s old “worry-wart” at it again! You know 
about the letter from John Paul. Why aren’t You allow- 
ing that family in the States to come on schedule to serve 
with us here? My anguished prayer is for You to work 
it out so that they can join the Bennetts aboard the ship 
to Brazil this summer. How can we reach the millions of 
lost in this city and state with a dwindling work force of 
prepared soul reachers?* And how can we ever reach 
Vitoria, Salvador, Recife, and all of the other great cities 
in Brazil? I know that You worked miracles through a 
handful in the case of Gideon and even through one per- 
son in the case of David vs. Goliath. Oh Father, I’m con- 
cerned for these giant cities. There are so few of us in the 
midst of an area doubling every decade in population .. .* 


*Answer: We have been given three new American 
families in our city, as well as more capable 
Brazilhan workers. 
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February 12 
Petropolis 
Dear Lord, 


Thank You for a safe journey and especially for getting 
us through that dangerous scrape with the loose gravel on 
the highway. 

Margie has just discovered that she left her purse—in- 
cluding her documents, new glasses, money, everything—in 
that restaurant where we stopped for lunch. Please guard 
it for her until we go back through there. 

Father, Lucas is with us on this trip. I pray that we 
may say or do something that will be of spiritual influence 
on him. And may our dealings over Susan’s goods with 
the customs officials in Rio be successful. 


February 13 
Rio de Janeiro 


Father, we made it, even though it took all day! Thank 
You for sparing us high customs duty on these goods. 


Help the Meadows’ in their time of trial over going 
home or staying in Brazil. May their sponsoring church 
be constrained to let them stay on in the work here.* 
Father, we so much want them to work with us in Belo 
if they must leave Rio. But regardless of our wishes in 
the matt2r, keep them in Brazil. 


*They were permitted to move to Sao Paulo, where they 
are serving with the team there. 


February 14 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


Thank You again for a safe journey. We’re tired but 
thankful to be back home, and especially to have recovered 
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Margie’s purse and documents all intact. Truly an answer 
to prayer.* 

I’m so concerned, Lord, over the little flock in Saudade. 
Most of the members are so weak. This morning ten 
members at worship; 23 absent. Please give me great 
wisdom and patience as I talk with all of them this week 
about their spiritual development. 


Thank You, Father, for the three young people converted 
there this week. May they be a real blessing in Your King- 
dom. And thank You especially for Melody’s conversion 
tonight. It was a moving experience for all of us. 


Goodnight now, Father. May this new week be fruit- 
ful in Your holy cause. 


* Almost unheard of in this culture so filled with thievery. 


February 15 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear God, 


There is so much sadness and misery in the world! Today 
in these visits—that little asthmatic boy, whose grand- 
father is against all doctors and medicines; D. Maria 
Madalena, whose husband has just left her and all those 
children, to live with another woman; Pedro and his wife, 
criticizing, fuming, speaking evil of their brothers in Christ. 
Can the church here in Saudade ever have any strength? 
Please give the few who are faithful a double measure 
of determination and dedication.* 


Father, the news of the death of John Paul’s father 
came as a shock to all of us. Give his family peace and 
faith in these days and weeks ahead. 


*Answer: Those few who have remained faithful are 
stronger than ever in thetr dedication. 
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February 16 


Belo Horizonte 
Oh, Father, 


I’ve just finished reading again Sheldon’s book, In His 
Steps. Would this question, “What would Jesus do if He 
were in my place?”, really work in my life and in the 
lives of our co-workers here? Would I really be willing 
to put all of my thoughts and actions to this test? I want 
to try this for a year with Your abundant help. I know 
it can’t be done except through dedication, prayer, and 
Your Holy presence. 


February 22 
Camp Mount of Olives, 
S. P. 


Dear Lord, 


What a wonderful youth rally this is! It is encourag- 
ing to see the growth in numbers present and in spiritual 
development among these young Christians. I can’t help 
but think that if we have nothing else to present to You 
from our work here, these young Brazilians will be our 
gift of jewels... 


Father, I’m grateful for a safe journey, especially so be- 
cause of the many dangers we faced in the rain, heavy 
traffic, and among such irresponsible drivers. I can still 
see those bloody accident victims. Forgive me for having 
a momentary wish to drive on and not help. I’m glad now 
that we did stop and try to be of aid. 


_ Help our girls from Belo to overcome the personal clash 
they had yesterday. To me, it was a real step forward to 
see them willing to sit down face-to-face to discuss their 
differences. It is so foreign to this culture to confront 
another person in love over his sin, his problem, or his 
need. 
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I want to thank You especially for Mark’s* good lesson 
and leadership of the discussion yesterday. But as I think 
of his growth in grace and capacity, I’m sad that David* 
and Gerald* aren’t here participating also. Bless them, 
Father, and bring some crisis in David’s life to help him 
awaken to his obligations to You! 


*Our three oldest sons. Gerald and David are both mar- 
ried and Mark a student at Pepperdine University 
in Los Angeles, is back in Brazil in a two-year Mis- 
sionary Apprentice Program. - 


February 24 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


Again, I’m grateful for a safe return home with our 
precious cargo of young brothers and sisters. The session 
was a great blessing to all of us, but especially to the young 
Brazilians present. I rejoice over their growth and po- 
tential. Help us build a powerful force for Your Kingdom 
here in Brazil through these youth. 


I’m saddened by the news of my grandfather’s near 
death, Father, not so much at the idea of his passing, but 
more because he has followed for so very long a doctrine 
that to me is wrong, and I have done or said little about 
it. We have seemed to live in two different worlds, my 
grandparents and I. Bless and comfort my father in his 
journey to California in these trying days. If it is Your 
will to take Grandpa, please comfort the family.* 


*Answer: He has since died, but my parents took the 
matter calmly. 
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February 27 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


I don’t understand why I’m having to lie here sick to- 
day, unless it is Your way of shorting my circuits, so that 
I might stop for rest and meditation. 


I was so very moved by the little book Proving God. 
Compared to the severe trials faced by missionaries in 
China during the wars and Communist takeover there, 
my burdens are light, indeed. And compared to their 
faith and total dependence on You for their sustenance, 
I wonder how my faith and dependence would hold up on 
a like situation. How weak I am in prayer, Father, and 
in seeking Your eternal guidance in all things. 


So many disasters in the papers lately. I pray for the 
work and our fellow saints in Rio during this current 
flood there. How-can we be of help to them? 


You instructed us to pray for workers, Father. How 
we need them! You know that the forces in Rio are being 
cancelled out completely.* Why, why, why? And how 
our numbers are diminishing here in Belo. Beyond these 
two cities I become heartsick at the thought of such great 
cities as Vitoria, Salvador, Recife, Fortaleza, Florianopolis, 
and so many others largely without messengers of Your 
Word. Do You want us to make the planned trip to re- 
search them and report to our brothers in the States? 
How would You have them reached? Please send workers 
to this overwhelming field, if it is Your will! 


*Answer: The Arlie Smiths, formerly in Rio, have re- 
turned there from Portugal to continue the 
work. 
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February 28 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I’m at peace tonight, despite a busy weekend. Thank 
You for putting me back on my feet so quickly. And 
thank You for the wonderful, moving worship of the day. 
May we grow in love, forgiveness, and trust in You for 
all of our needs. 

Lord, bless the lady who was baptized tonight. I pray 
that she may have a long life of Christian service. And 
please protect Margie on her trip back home from Sao 
Paulo. 


March 4 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


Not much to report from here tonight, except to thank 
You for bringing my girl back safely and to thank You 
for our love. 

I’m saddened by the news of the separation of a couple 
we had come to love. Lord, help them see the folly of 
their ways. And I’m also saddened by the disaster in the 
news—the earthquake in Los Angeles, the floods in Rio, 
the wars ... There is so much evil and pain in our sinful 
world. 

Those wonderful, challenging letters keep coming in 
from readers of Volta wanting details on the church and 
on how to become a Christian. But You already know 
about them, don’t You? Give us wisdom from above in 
answering them, Father.* 


*Answer: How often we have been guided beyond our 
own wisdom in preparing this magazine and 
in answering correspondence from readers. 
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March 7 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


This was an eventful weekend, and I want to thank 
You for all of the blessings we received. Friday night 
and Saturday were quiet, a restful change. Our prayer 
session with the missionary couples was a welcome hour. 
How we have neglected group prayer sessions lately! I 
know why ... we get so busy with our own schedules that 
we often forget the real priorities. Forgive us, Father, 
and help us to take more time for prayer as a group, as 
well as individuals. 


Bless Sr. Francisco, Father, as he begins his Christian 
life today. He will not be an easy subject, but You can 
make him really new and useful in Your Kingdom. 


Father, we want so much to gain Wandercy and Edna 
for the Kingdom. Bless their marriage and new home 
richly. I’m thinking, too, of Edite, of that new family 
converted in Saudade, of Waldemar, as he graduates from 
university at 57 years of age, of Padro Etrusco* ... Father, 
we need men, and especially more leaders of men. We 
need more workers from the United States. We are so 
few, Father, just six couples and a few half-prepared 
Brazilian colleagues to reach so many, many millions. 


Lord, bless the campaign in progress at Nova Suissa. 
Help us to overcome whatever barriers still remain be- 
tween us and that congregation so that we might truly 
become one. 


Goodnight, Father. Forgive my many doubts, worry, 
sins. Make this a rich and fruitful week in Your service. 


*Answer: Padro Etrusco has become a faithful, active 
Christian leader. 
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March 9 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I’m ashamed of my lack of self-control and my selfish- 
ness, which of course are partners in crime. When will 
I ever learn? I find myself wanting what J want, being 
upset if I don’t get it, and scheming to protect my own 
private interests. I criticize my Brazilian acquaintances 
for being so touchy, yet I am also when it comes to some- 
thing I feel is a threat to my own interests. How silly 
can I get? 

Father, thank You for bringing my Dad back safely. 
I’m glad to hear of Gerald’s and Linda’s great love for 
each other and their sensible ways. But I’m concerned 
again for David and his seeming lack of purpose in life. 


Thank You, also, for our brother, Jeronimo, from Jam- 
pruca. What a lift it was to our spirits for him to arrive 
in town yesterday. Continue to strengthen him to serve, 
as he has been caring almost alone for the little congrega- 
tions scattered about in his part of our state. 


You know I didn’t head out to my private hillside rock 
this morning, don’t You? Our time together was sacrificed 
because I foolishly stayed up too late last night and moped 
all day tired and edgy. Forgive me, Lord. I'll try to do 
better next time. 


March 12 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


I’m thinking about the Nova Suissa congregation these 
days, as it has made at least a tentative effort to achieve 
unity with the other congregations in the city.* Bless its 
meeting in progress this week. Help us develop a great 
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spirit of brotherly love and unity among all the congre- 
gations here in this city. 


Lord, I’m especially concerned about our relationships 
with certain brothers with whom we seem to constantly 
differ. Give us strength to be more patient and forgiving 
—not just us, but them, as well. 


Help me to know what to do about continuing the Eng- 
lish publication that is always on the verge of bankruptcy, 
and help me to know what to do about the proposed church 
newspaper in Portuguese.* The gold and silver are Yours, 
Father. I know You can provide for these publications 
if it is Your will. I want to leave the matter in Your 
hands, since I cannot find a solution by myself. 


*Answer: The magazine has ceased, the newspaper to 
come perhaps later, and we still have seen 
little answer to this problem of unity with 
one or two congregations in the city. 


March 13 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


Well, Cindy’s birthday party is over, and she is six. It 
doesn’t seem like six years ago that we got her.* I can 
still remember that little head covered with jet-black hair 
and Margie making over her as we drove home with our 
first daughter. Thank You for Cindy. May she grow up 
to be wholly dedicated to You. 


*She was adopted at nine weeks of age. At publication 
she was nine years old. 
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March 14 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


You are my Guide, my All. May I truly trust You in 
everything. 

What a busy but wonderful Sunday this was. Bless the 
Nova Granada congregation as it enters its new building 
and settles, hopefully, to a stable work. 

I was pleased with the larger number present at Sau- 
dade last night and this morning. Bless that work that 
it might grow in numbers and spiritual strength. Give 
us some more dependable men, Father, there in Saudade 
and in the other congregations. 

Bless Dona Neuza, Father. Give her health and strength 
once again, if it is Your will. And Paulinha.. . restore 
his crippled leg to usefulness, Lord.* 

Be with Mark and bring him home safely from Sao 
Paulo. Bless Gerald and David. Help Gerald make the 
decision that You would have him make about his further 
education.* 


Father, strengthen us to continue the church discipline 
steps that we must take with those members who have 
weakened Your church by their criticisms, factions, and 
unfaithfulness. And sanctify this week for Your glory. 


* Answer: Paulinho is much improved. Gerald’s decision 
to move to Santa Barbara for his continued 
education has appeared to be a sound one. 


March 16 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


How wonderful and powerful You are, and how weak 
and ineffectual I am. When we're out at camp or in the 
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country, and I look at the night sky with its millions of 
stars overhead, they appear to me as peepholes in the 
heavens giving us a tiny glimpse of Your glory in that 
other, brighter world. 

Father, forgive me of my restlessness. I know there is 
no reason to fret when strains and trials come, but still 
I find myself so nervous. Help me grow into a perfect 
relationship with You, leaning on Your all-powerful arm. 

Thank You for the letter from the Bennetts and the one 
from the Volta reader in Anapolis. Guide me in answer- 
ing him and in preparing information on the church for 
him and for others. And, Lord, this man Antonio Andrade 
—May we gain him into Your family?* He seems so cap- 
able and sincere. 

*Answer: Andrade was baptized later and has since 
become one of the real pillars of leadership 
in the church in Belo. 

Help us obtain those properties we need at the camp 
site, and then help us in the development of them.* Thank 
You so much for Your blessings in the past which have 
enabled us to develop the camp to this point. 

I was strengthened by reading the Book of Joshua, 
Father. How faithful a warrior for the Lord he was! 
Father, may we truly arise and take this land, for with 
Your presence, we are well able. 


*Answer: Additional property was obtained, and the 
camp quadrupled in facilities. Thank You, 
Lord. 


March 20 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 


Here I’ve missed our sessions together for three days in 
a row! And You know, I really miss them! Yesterday 
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my spiritual guard was way down and I sinned. [’m 
ashamed and despondent because I knew better. It might 
not have happened had I been plugged in with You. For- 
give me. 

Thank You for Mark’s safe return from Sao Paulo and 
for the Hendersons’ arrival. We appreciate Carl and Jac- 
que and our close friendship in Christ. 


Be with the team heading out this weekend on its mis- 
sionary journey. And, Father, may Carl and I make a 
safe and fruitful survey trip to the Northeast next week. 


Father, I feel so incapable of the task before me as I 
attempt to lead Volta a Biblia. Give me the great measure 
of wisdom and spirituality necessary to plan the special 
issue on ‘How to Establish the Church in Your City.” 
There is so much to be covered and we really know so 
little about the matter in the midst of this culture. 


Bring us men, Lord, to serve You in our work here. 
Bring families and young people from the States and 
dedicated Brazilian families. 


Bless our worship and lesson tonight and also all of the 
many sessions tomorrow. Guide me in those that I am 
to give that they may be in the Spirit and in Power. 


March 21 


Belo Horizonte 
My Father, 


I'm crying inside tonight over Antonio da Silva’s wish 
to be relieved of all leadership duties in Saudade.* Father, 
he is taking on himself the burden of responsibility for 
all of the criticism against the work there. Encourage 
him and give him a new heart and spirit. How can we 
function in that bairro without his leadership? There is 
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no one else with his experience and ability. What do You 
want done, Father? And out in Vera Cruz, Antonio dos 
Santos is disheartened. Give him encouragement and man- 
power, Lord. But above all, give all our work in Belo 
Your power to grow in spirit and numbers, 


*Answer: He and his family have since left the church 
and are living in a remote bairro (or district) 
of the city. We pray for their restoration 
to You. 


March 22 

Vitoria, Espirito 

Santo State 
Dear Father, 


As we begin this journey of exploration along the coast 
of Brazil, please bless it and bring us safely back home. 
As we sit in our hotel room watching the busy docks and 
wandering the streets of this seaport, I can’t help but feel 
frustrated. So many people and so few of them who have 
any idea of their eternal destiny. Guide our correspon- 
dence course students in this city. May some of them 
become genuine Christians, Father, to form a nucleus of 
workers here. 


The trip here was a wonderful experience. I want to 
thank You for bringing Carl and me safely across the 
rugged mountain chains of Minas Gerais. As I reflect on 
those granite cliffs, Father, I am reminded again of Your 
creation. 


Yesterday as I visited Vera Cruz congregation, I could 
see that there may still be possibilities there.* Father, 
bless Antonio dos Santos as he leads that tiny effort. You 
did great things with Gideon, and I know that You can 
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do great things with us, despite our small, weak efforts. 
By ourselves we are nothing. But You are all power 
and all wisdom. 


* Answer: That work totally collapsed later. 


March 23 


Salvador, Bahia State 
Dear Father, 


I’m grateful to You for a safe and inspiring trip up to 
this point. But at the same time I feel an increasing 
burden for the souls in these great cities—millions of lost 
human beings. Lord, how can we who are so pitifully 
few and weak ever even begin in these places? Give us 
more faithful workers because there are sO many open 
doors before us. 


What can be done for You in this great city so given 
to religious traditions, superstitions, and spiritism. Will 
You provide several families who will dedicate many years 
to the work in this city? 


Father, Your earth is breathtaking in its beauty. As 
we fly, I’m forever awed by the passing scene, by the bil- 
lowing clouds with their shadows racing along the ground 
trying to catch up with us, by the raw mountain peaks 
and infinite tones of the sea. Lord, how magnificent are 
Your works... 


March 24 


Recife, Pernambuco State 
Dear Lord, 


Again, with eagles’ wings we have been lifted above the 
clouds and brought safely back to earth by Your care. As 
we flew along the miles of sparkling but lonely beaches 
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studded with palm trees, I found myself reflecting on how 
easy we have it and how far we can travel in a short 
time. What perhaps took Paul months to traverse, we 
are able to cover in hours. 


Father, may we see Recife’s possibilities clearly and be 
able to communicate them to others. 


Protect our families in our absence, Lord. May we build 
a good relationship with John Bush, the independent mis- 
sionary living here. And thank You again for blessing 
us so richly with this trip. 


March 25 


Recife | 
Dear Father, 


Thank You, Father. So many wonderful things have 
happened today. The John Bush family has been so hos- 
pitable and helpful. This city is so large, very modern, 
and growing. It appears to be a very opportune place for 
mission work. Lord, provide harvesters for this great 
city of a million and a half souls.* Guide our efforts to 
share our impressions of Recife with others. 


* Answer: A small beginning is underway in Recife now, 
but there is still no team of workers there. 
I understand that some are planning to come 
eventually to Recife. 


March 26 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear God, 


I’m thankful to You for bringing us safely back to Belo. 
Keep fresh in my mind what we have seen and heard on 
this trip. May we move other hearts to respond to the 
spiritual need of these cities. 
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Oh, Father, You know already about the letter which 
has brought to light a sharp attack from the States on 
some of our efforts here and on me, personally. Forgive 
the man who made this attack, and help me to forgive 
him. Help me to know how to handle this matter wisely 
and in love for all concerned.* 


Lord, please take over and give us a sure course to fol- 
low in all of this, the course You would have us take. And 
I pray that I may have the grace to accept it, whatever 
it may be. And Father forgive me of any mistakes and 
errors in judgment on my part. Help me to outgrow 
pride and desire for prestige. Help me just to serve You 
with all my heart. This is my prayer in Jesus... 


*Answer: I handled it poorly, but have since come to 
forgive him with the Lord’s help. 


March 30 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


What shall we do? A letter came today advising us that 
the support for our Bible correspondence course program 
has been dropped. What will become of our almost 4,000 
students? Father, please help us.* Please convince that 
congregation to re-instate its support or guide us to an- 
other sponsor. This is a very serious blow to our work. 


Father, help D. Ercilie overcome the results of being 
struck by a car. And cure little Paulinha, if it is Your 
will. Help him improve to the point where he can walk 
well. But especially, help me become a stalwart Christian. 

Father, I’m grateful for the wonderful letters of en- 
couragement I have received the last two days. It is al- 
most as if You knew I was low and needed to have a morale 
boost. 
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Bless the four girls who were baptized Sunday. Give 
them strength to grow into steadfast Christians. 


Lord, looks as if I have goofed again. That letter I 
sent to the Richard Smiths’ sponsoring church hoping to 
stir them to get the Smiths’ on down here to work with 
us seems to have backfired. Why aren’t they being per- 
mitted to come, Father?* There is so much to be done 
and so very few to do it. 


*Answer: Later, another wonderful congregation agreed 
to accept full support for this work, and. 
after several difficult months, correspondence 
course students are again on the increase. 
*The Lord knows best and has provided 
others in their place. 


April 4 
Camp Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 


These rare days when Margie and I can get out to the 
camp alone to study, write, and enjoy each others’ com- 
pany are wonderful times. We appreciate the camp so 
much, Father... All of its natural beauty and quietness. 
Bless my writing of this new Bible correspondence course 
on the Christian life. 


Lord, I pray that You will guide us in our answers to 
these serious and upsetting letters we have gotten the last 
few days. 


I’m so thankful for the excellent response so far to our 
correspondence course advertising in Recife. May pre- 
cious souls be turned to You as a result of this little cam- 
paign.* May the church become a great influence for 
righteousness some day in that city. 
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Thank You for bringing swift healing to D. Neuza, 
Father, and I pray again for Paulinho, that he may be 
cured. 

Well, I have been asking You for a clear sign as to 
whether or not we should continue the magazine being 
published in England. I pray that this request is not pre- 
sumptuous and that You will give me a definite indication 
of what Your will is regarding this matter. 


And, Father, what about the Pan-American Lectures? 
Are Margie and I going to be able to attend them this 
November? This matter is in Your hands... 


*Answer: At least one man has been converted as a 
result. 


April 5 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I’m distressed over the serious difficulties the American 
School is having. Your Word says to pray about every- 
thing, so here goes ... Father, help it to overcome these 
financial trials and continue providing education for our 
children. 


Bless the two who were baptized last night, Lord. Grant 
them a long and faithful life of Christian service, espe- 
cially the girl who was converted. 


*Answer: This school has since constructed its own 
facilities and has improved remarkably in its 
financial situation. 


Oh, Father, I pray for the congregations here in Belo. 
They are so weak, so very weak. But out of Your strength 
and Your Spirit, they can draw the strength they so des- 
parately need. May they be fervent and evangelistic, filled 
with love... 
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Father, I appreciate beyond words Your patience with 
me. I know I’m weak and often worldly-minded. Thank 
You for the great lessons You left us in the Book of Job. 
May I learn to lift up my head and rejoice in difficulties, 
rather than being so glum. 


April 11 
Easter Sunday 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Master, 


I’m rather behind in my correspondence with You. So 
many things have happened the past few days, I hardly 
know where to begin... 


First, I want to mention my appreciation for the holiday 
period we spent at camp. It was a restful time, and we 
needed it so much. 


My mind is on Your Son and His sacrifice tonight, but 
even more, on His resurrection. Where would we be and 
what would be our purpose for living without His con- 
quest over death? 


Father, especially bless this young woman, Raquel, who 
was baptized tonight. And bless the engagement of Maria 
do Carmo and Marcio. I am convinced that the future of 
the chu1 2h here depends to a great extent on young people. 
Give us Mariles, Claudio and Lidia,* and other such 
younger, dynamic people. And give us men, Lord, men 
such as Antonio Andrade. Restore to their first love our 
brothers Waldemar, Pedro Etrusco, Joao Evangelista, and 
others. 


* Answer: Claudio and Lidia were baptized later. Lidia 
died last year of a brain tumor, and went 
home. Claudio remains faithful to the Lord. 
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Father, I’m burdened in heart by our sister’s criticism 
of the worship this morning. Help her to see that a dif- 
ferent way of planning and conducting worship is not 
necessarily unscriptural because it is different from normal. 
Help her to learn to discuss her objections face-to-face 
with the one with whom she differs. 


And also, my heart is heavy over the resignation of the 
preacher of our sponsoring church. May he be fruitful 
in his new work, and may the elders locate the man You 
want to replace him. Above all, may the transition be 
made in peace. 


Lord, spare the life of our sister, Maria, who is so ill.* 
Heal Peggy and Wendy of their illness and Paulinho of 
his crippled condition, if it is Your will. 


*Answer: No, it is time to take her to be with me. 


April 12 
Belo Horizonte 


Father, thank You for the privilege of being in our 
doctor’s home and of viewing the slides from the jungle 
areas of Brazil. Your creation in that part of Brazil is 
so vast and awesome. 


And another “thank You” for the opportunity to meet 
Cal’s students. May the sessions I have with them in his 
absence be fruitful for them and for Your Kingdom. I 
pray for all of those meeting at the Halls’, that they may 
be touched by Your message for them. I want to start 
such a work in our home, Lord. Will You open the door 
of opportunity for this?* 


*Answer: A class began later in our home. We hope 
to expand this into a more permanent, far- 
reaching work. 
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April 17 
Divinopolis 
Dear Father, 


Here we are again in this good city attempting to culti- 
vate interest in Your Kingdom. In thinking over those 
families we have visited today, I’m pleased with the de- 
veloping interest of Sr. Oseias and his family, of Sr. Ivan 
and his family, especially his son, Enir, and what appears 
to be interest on the part of several others. Lord, I’m 
asking that You bless the study of these people, open their 
hearts even more, and draw them to Your Kingdom. I 
pray for Divinopolis and for workers to come here and 
live among these people. 


April 18 
Belo Horizonte 


Lord, my heart is heavy over the spiritual indifference 
among members of the church in Bairro Saudade, and 
even more, in the neighborhood. Please, Lord, help us! 
I am perplexed as to what we can do to realize growth 
in spiritual understanding and in number of faithful mem- 
bers, especially men. 

Thank You for Friday night’s visit of Joe Trezoks and 
his uncle, as well as Clovis and his girl friend. May Joe 
be brought to Your Kingdom, along with his parents and 
relatives. Father, help Clovis, Mariles, Antonio Andrade, 
Claudio and Lidia, and so many other intelligent Brazilian 
acquaintances here see the Way more clearly and turn to it. 


Bless Cal and Voni on their trip to the States. May 
Merrill and Mary be joined in a truly Christian, dedicated 
marriage.* 


Lord, You know all about those who are attacking us 
from the safety of geographical distance. Some are calling 
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us liberals while at the same time others are calling us 
hopelessly conservative. Father, I don’t want to be either, 
but just simply a Christian. Why do people appoint them- 
selves as judges and sit in accusation and condemnation 
against their brothers? I have done this, too, and | re- 
pent of it. Deliver me from such behavior in the future. 


*Cal and Voni Hall, two of our colleagues. Their son, 
Merrill, married a lovely Christian girl. Their mar- 
riage appears to be built on a strong foundation. 


April 23 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


Yes, I’m still discouraged over the declining interest in 
the Saudade congregation, and especially over the con- 
tinued behind-the-scenes attacks by the disgruntled former 
members there who seem to be trying deliberately to wear 
it down. I’m perplexed by the whole situation. What 
would happen if I just gave the whole congregation back 
to You? I’m certainly not getting anywhere with it these 
days by myself. 


But I’m encouraged by the news from Portugal that 
Volta a Biblia is now to go in bundles to the Island of 
Madeira, to Mozambique, to the Azores, and perhaps soon, 
to Angola. Father, I’m a pretty small fish to be swimming 
around in such a big pond! Volta is reaching out so rapidly 
to so many areas o fthe world. Help me and help all of 
us who work on it to be guided by Your wisdom and Spirit. 


I’m both amazed and dismayed by what I’m reading in 
the book on Church Growth In Latin America. We have 
so much yet to learn and so far to go... 
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April 25 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


It is Sunday night, and, as usual, I’m exhausted after 
four worship periods and four classes. But it has been 
a blessed day, also. 

Thank You, Father, for the spiritual strength that seems 
to be building in the downtown congregation. We are 
all concerned over the decline of the Saudade work, but 
are placing the problem in Your hands. According to 
Your great promise in Psalm 2, we ask You for the heathen 
in this place as our inheritance and this great country 
for the possession of Your children. 

Thank You, also, for Antonio da Silva. Bless him espe- 
cially as he begins his 50th yaer of life. Bless Antonio 
dos Santos and help him to recover rapidly from his oper- 
ation.* On this subject we are mindful of those people 
so badly injured in car wrecks. Oh, Father, help them 
to recover from their severe injuries. 

In this new week before me, may I be Your faithful 
servant. Help me in my part of this awful, discouraging 
red tape we must cut in connection with the new laws 
about permanent visas, registration of the Escola da Biblia, 
and the other matters involved. 

Father, I’m grateful to You for providing that emergency 
money we needed to pay the American School for our part 
of construction costs. Now, goodnight, Father . 


*Answer: He recovered remarkably. 
April 29 


Retiro dos Pinheros 
Dear Father, 


This is one of those sparkling, peaceful days that makes 
our camp such a bit of heaven. Father, You surely knew 
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that we need a quiet place for meditation and planning. 
I’m so grateful for it. 


Help us in our session today, Master. We know so little 
and so often fail in our planning and serving. We want 
to do so well, but get in Your way, fumble the language, 
and end up frustrated by the many barriers we face here. 


Lord, give us more faithful workers. All of those new 
bairros we drove through today with almost no signs of 
any kind of church at work. All of those hundreds of 
thousands of people, and we are so few. Help us know 
how to reach them. Guide us in Your way. If it is Your 
will, lead us in a new thrust to Bairro Riacho das Pedras 
and the many other new areas around it. 


And, Lord, how we need the Bennetts and many other 
workers! How we need Brazilian men capable of preach- 
ing and teaching! Lead us to such men, Father.* 


We don’t know how to proceed on registering the School 
of the Bible according to the new laws. Show us how to 
proceed on this and on the new requirements for permanent 
visas for John Paul, the Bennetts, and others. I pray 
that the McDonalds may be allowed to come and work 
with us here. 


*Answer: Both American and Brazilian personnel have 
come our way in the years since. 


May 1 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


I’m thinking today of all these precious souls receiving 
Volta. May their hearts continue to be open to Your 
Word. And may we continue to be open to Your guidance 
in what we write for it. 
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Father, recover Karen’s and Susan’s stolen goods for 
them. You know where these items are.* The stolen 
articles were sanctified to Your service by those brothers 
and sisters in the States who provided them. 


*Answer: Almost all of these goods were recovered. 


May 2 (Sunday night) 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


What a day this has been, filled with worship, classes, 
the baptismal services, ordination of workers, and the 
fellowship hour. Bless Doralicy in her new Christian life. 
May she grow beautiful in Your service. 


For the signs of renewed spirit at Saudade, I’m most 
grateful to You and pray that this will continue. Lord, 
I’m happy, too, over the increasing vigor of the downtown 
congregation. Bless it with Your Holy Spirit and with 
zeal for Your cause. May the letters we plan to send 
out this week be fruitful in creating interest on the part 
of our contacts here in the city.* 


Thank You, Father, for John and Lil’s decision to come 
and work with us here in Belo. Surely this is a partial 
answer to our prayer for workers. 


*Answer: For some reason these letters created almost 
no response from our contacts in the city. 


May 7 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I owe You several “thank You’s” especially for answer- 
ing our prayers for the return of Susan and Karen’s stolen 
goods and for the funds now coming in for at least one 
more issue of our magazine printed in English. Bless 
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John and Lil in their preparation for coming, us in our 
documentation for them, and the Bennetts and John Paul 
in their preparation. 

There are so many examples around us of Your guiding 
hand, Father. I’m so ashamed of the times when I doubt 
and worry. 

Help us to successfully purchase the adjacent property 
at camp, Father, and then to continue to develop it as 
You would have us do. 

Bless the issues of our publications in progress. Give 
us special wisdom from above that we may know how to 
prepare the information that is the most needed by our 
readers. 

I’m praying for Richard Hills as it seeks a new minister 
and installs new deacons. Give the entire congregation a 
great new heart and spirit. 

Lord, please renew Joyce’s body and spirit. I cannot 
bear the idea of the Huffman’s leaving here, and yet lI 
can see the handwriting on the wall, unless You take over 
and strengthen her. 

I’m still praying for the opportunity to participate in 
the Pan-American lectures this November.* Whether I 
go or not is in Your hands; may Your will be done. 


* Answer: See letters of November 8 and following. 


May 11 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


Each day seems to bring its mixture of the bitter and 
the sweet. Today I’m saddened by the angry departure 
of Jose Silvio. After more than two years with us, promis- 
ing big things for the Lord, and asking continually for 
money, when confronted with his parasitical attitudes, he 
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stalks out, vowing never to return. And then Marcos 
Antonio, following the same pattern. Father, help them 
see their error and repent. The accident Roberto had to- 
day was another sad thing, Father. Please mend his body 
broken by the fall and give him opportunity again to be- 
come Your child. 

On the other hand, I’m happy over the marriage and 
baptism of the couple in Nova Granada. Their determin- 
ation to complete the tedious documentation for their civil 
ceremony indicates something of the new dedication they 
have for Christ. May they live long and be a great bless- 
ing in Your Kingdom. 

Lord, there is so much cruelty and heartache in the 
world! I’m thinking of that mentally disturbed man yes- 
terday being picked on so miserably by a mob of children 
right on the steps of the cathedral .. . and no one turning 
a hand to help him or correct them. I pray that my anger 
was justified in Your sight and that I intervened properly 
in this mess. 

Thank You for a wonderful class this afternoon at 
Saudade and again tonight. May the renewed spirit there 
continue to grow. 

Father, cure Cal and Terry quickly of their illnesses. 
Please help Roberto, Paulinho, and Dona Marie Teixira 
in their afflictions.* 


*Answer: All except Dona Maria recovered well. 


May 17 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 
Here’s Your unprofitable servant again with a lot of 
things on his heart. Thank You for Your patience with 
me, Lord, as I agonize through several matters. 
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Why was Dona Maria Teixeira taken, Father? I know 
that this is the age-old question when death strikes, but 
I can see only pain and sorrow heaped upon sorrow in her 
family. 

Several times last week I raged at cruelty and foolish- 
ness happening right before my eyes. Did I react accord- 
ing to Your will to speak out as I did against such things? 
Did it do any good at all? Father, I just couldn’t help 
it—when those children mistreated that poor demented 
man. I had to step in. 

Father, please help us. We have lost support for our 
correspondence course program, as You know. What would 
You have us do? Won’t You take this matter and resolve 
it, Father?* Yes, I know that we lost the support partially 
through neglect of keeping that congregation well informed. 
But I ask for another chance for our team. 

How much we need Your Spirit in our lives and work 
here, Father. How much we need Your continued patience 
with us. 

Father, be with the Roberts’ as they prepare to return, 
with Dale Brown in his deep problem in Sao Paulo, and 
with Paulinho in his long struggle. Bless the Bennetts 
and McDonalds in their countdown for coming. Also, please 
send some single young men and women to help in the 
office work and to follow up on the many contacts we have 
been given. 


*Answer: This problem has been resolved by the Lord 
far beyond our expectations. 


May 20 
Belo Horizonte 
Father, I can’t seem to win people to Christ as I did 
earlier here. My language ability is much better. I under- 
stand more how Brazilian people think, and I am hand- 
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ling the lesson material better. But they seem to just sit, 
unresponding. What is the problem? Please, Father, 
give us Antonio da Silva’s daughters and their boy friends. 
Give us Mariles and others with whom we’re studying. 
Give a great harvest from those hundreds of letters we 
have just sent out to local contacts. 


May 22 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Oh, Father, 


My eyes are infected with some aliment to the point 
where I can hardly read. This is a calamity to me, Father. 
Please cure them quickly so I can get on with my work 
for you.* 


Thank You for the arrival of Dale and Rita Brown. 
Help Dale to overcome the heavy strain under which he 
has been struggling. 


*Answer: This ailment returned twice, but has since 
been cleared up except for a resulting weak- 
ness in vision. 


May 23 (Sunday night) 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


I’m still barely able to use my eyes. Help me, because 
I can hardly function at all. 


We were disappointed over the reduced attendance this 
morning at worship, Father. The progress of Your King- 
dom here seems so very slow at times. How can we place 
Jesus before these people? How can they be shaken to 
the roots of their being over their sin and their need for 
Him? 
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Father, I praise You for the baptism of Antonio Andrade 
tonight. This is truly an answer to our months of prayer. 
With his good Bible knowledge and church experience, I 
pray that he may have a long life of useful service in 
Your cause. 


Forgive me, Father, for my doubts and frustrations. 
I’m in a hurry to build Your Kingdom here. I suspect 
that I’m not leaning enough on You for strength and for 
Your guidance. 


May 25 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


I’m so frustrated over this eye infection. I can’t read 
and can hardly write. I find myself asking, why? con- 

tinually, when my work is falling behind, publications are 
- waiting to be processed, and classes to be taught. Father, 
I wouldn’t make a very good Job, would I? Please cure 
me quickly so I can get back to my task. 


May 26 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Lord, 


Something important happened this evening—at least, 
I think it was important. Cal suggested that I ought to 
be praising You for this eye trouble. Immediately I thought 
of how Job answered in his affliction, “Blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” In the hours since, Father, I’ve been 
meditating on this thought. What an opportunity this 
has been for me to slow down and reconsider all of my 
relationship to You. What an opportunity to learn more 
about relying on You for true sight. How blind I’ve been! 
Help me to really see. 
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May 30 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


It’s Sunday night again, and I’m so grateful for the 
good worship experiences of the day, and especially for 
Pedro Etrusco’s return to the church. I’m grateful also 
for the improvement in my eye trouble. These are yet 
more proofs of answered prayer. 


Father, bless the documentation work before us in the 
next few days and especially Mark’s exit visa information. 
How much we’re going to miss him, Father. 


I’m thinking about the lesson I gave on Isaiah last night. 
What a great servant he was; what a man of vision. 


Father, strengthen our weak, feeble efforts here. Bless 
the issue of Volta going out this week. And especially, 
help Susan and Karen as they attempt to care for those 
two little youngsters they’re taking on. 


June 8 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Master, 


Well, it’s been awhile since I wrote You. This old rut 
I get into of running around frantically trying to cover a 
thousand details and forgetting my real priorities. Please 
help me remember that You are the one who counts. What- 
ever I do on my own “wisdom” or “shrewdness” always 
seems to come to nearly nothing. 


This is proving to be a difficult month for us, Father. 
Mark’s departure July 2nd for the States is weighing on 
our minds. Then there are all of the expenses involved 
in that, plus several financial emergencies of other kinds. 
Help us to trust in You for all that we need. 
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Father, forgive me for the hard, critical things I have 
said the last several days about others. Help me to learn 
that criticism is a sign of insecurity and spiritual sick- 
ness. I know that such talk is a form of murder, yet I 
fall so easily into that old sinful nature. Oh Lord, help! 


June 10 
Divinopolis 
Dear Lord, 

Here we are again in this lovely city, and I’m as frus- 
trated as can be. Every time we go it is such a production, 
what with the whole Kombi load of people who go along 
and all of the socializing that takes place while there. 
Also, that girl who was “dying” to be baptized ... Yes, 
she was, but her motivation seemed so wrong. Did I 
analyze correctly that she wanted to get into a church 
that might be more permissive than the one in which she 
is a member? 


With my attitude today, we can’t hope to accomplish 
much. Then, too, there is my family back in Belo upset 
with me for taking off on a holiday instead of spending 
the day with the family. Some days nothing seems to go 
right. Please give me patience. 


June 12 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 


Well, we’ve been waiting all day for Otis Gatewood to 
arrive, but this stormy weather has grounded his plane. 
May he still be permitted to arrive for at least part of 
the weekend with us.* So many brothers here will be 
disappointed if he doesn’t make it. 
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Bless tomorrow’s worship and study, Lord, and also 
our trip to Sao Paulo. So many of us will be going to 
the lectures, and it is a long, dangerous drive. Be with 
my parents and bring them safely back from their trip. 

*Answer: This great missionary to Germany and Iron 

Curtain lands arrived safely and encouraged 
us with his lessons. 

Father, is it Your will for Roxanne and Ron to come 
and work with us?* If so, guide them in their preparation. 
Help the Bennetts and McDonalds as they complete their 
plans to come. 


*Answer: Not at this time. 


June 15 
Monte das Oliveiras 


Thank You, again, Father, for a safe journey down here. 
It is good to be reunited with our beloved co-workers 
from so many areas of Brazil, replenishing together our 
spiritual zeal. 


June 16 
Monte das Oliveiras 


Lord, what marvelous thoughts we are sharing with 
each other here in this series. The lesson on Proverbs 
and the messages by Otis Gatewood have been of great 
value to me, personally. Thank You for Your messengers 
and Your message. Give us wisdom tonight as we face 
decisions about the future of publications here in Brazil. 


It is inspiring to meet new workers and to hear of those 
planning to come, especially to Salvador.* What wonder- 
ful news! May they arrive soon and build a good work 
with Your help in that great city. 


* Answer: This work in Salvador didn’t succeed at all. 
Why, Father? 
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June 17 
Monte das Oliveiras 
Dear Father, 


My heart is singing this morning, in spite of the rain 
and mud. Brother Gatewood has helped us in so many 
ways with his discerning lessons on missionaries’ trials 
and errors. 


June 19 
Sao Paulo 
Our blessings continue, Father . . . the depth of ex- 


perience in Otis’s talks, the panel discussions, the fellow- 
ship. But as happens so often, there was pepper mixed 
with the salt. We wept today over the departure of the 
Jerry Campbells.* Guide them through their great trials 
ahead, and help their little son in the lengthy treatments 
he must receive in clinics in the States. If it is Your 
will, bring them back one day to this land where their 
heart is. 


*Colleagues in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


June 20 


Belo Horizonte 
My Father, 


Again, You have watched over us in our return home, 
delivering us from an almost certain collision enroute. 


It is late, and I’m so tired from that long drive. But 
I’m still in a state of spiritual uplift, Father, from our 
whole week in Sao Paulo capped off by the big joint 
worship of the various congregations in the city this morn- 
ing. 

The Roberts’ returned from the States is a real shot in — 
the arm, Lord. Thank You so much for bringing them 
back to us. 


ee <<. eee 


June 23 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


Well, we’re in the final stage of Mark’s preparation for 
departure. Give us strength to live through these days 
serenely. Help him, Father, because he is Your son, 
dedicated to You.* But we also know that he is innocent 
in many ways and confused by events and pressures around 
him. 

The farewell party tonight for Mark and Karen was a 
wonderful, nostalgic experience, and the devotional fol- 
lowing it was something that all of us needed—a reminder 
of our purpose for coming to this land and our need for 
continual rededication to You. 


*Answer: He has been guided marvelously in his new 
situation at the university. 


June 26 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Master, 


I have mixed emotions about today’s session at camp. 
Jorge is bringing a large number of people from Nova 
Suissa, but the day doesn’t appear to be well planned, nor 
was it scheduled until the last minute. I pray that You 
will guide us through the day, despite the lack of organ- 
ization. 


June 29 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


The members at Saudade want to go back on a food 
distribution program to attract people to church. I’m 
totally against such a means of attracting attention. Please 
help us work out this matter. Oh, Father, Saudade is 
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such a trial! What would You have us do? Should I 
get out of that work and concentrate on what I can do 
better in the way of publications. 


June 30 
Belo Horizonte 


Father, this was a moving evening, as we all gathered 
to honor Mark and Karen before their departure. There 
was a depth and feeling to the devotional period that hasn’t 
often existed lately in our complicated lives. 


July 3 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
My Father, 


It was good to spend the night at this peaceful place 
after a hectic week, complicated even more by Mark’s 
documentation for departure and the unexpected arrival 
last night of Carl Henderson and five others enroute to 
Valadares. 

I pray that the conversation I had with Mark was what 
he needs for his life ahead. Thank You for him, Father. 
He has been a blessing to us in many ways, especially in 
the last year or two. 


July 5 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


You know the frustrations we went through today to 
clear Mark’s documents and to complete the details for 
his departure. I cried out in sheer desperatoin for Your 
help because I couldn’t handle the tedious obstacles thrown 
in our way by myself. 
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And You know the pain in our hearts at his departure. 
Care for him, Father, because he is a gentle soul, easily 
confused, but with a genuine desire to be Your servant. 
We dedicate him to You, Father, without reservation. Give 
him a safe journey and a successful summer in Fort Worth. 


Bless Karen also, Father. Help her to return soon from 
her stay in the States.* Thank You for sharing her with 
us here in Belo. 


*Answer: She returned to serve two more years in 
Brazil. 


July 7 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Lord, 


After a confused morning of preparation and picking 
up youngsters, we have managed, with Your help, to get 
our first formal Bible encampment underway. Surprising- 
ly, we have twenty enrollees besides counsellors and staff. 
What a wonderful opportunity to be pioneering with this 
session. 


Lord, give us a special measure of wisdom this week 
that we might develop a strong spiritual emphasis from 
the very beginning at camp. Help us to influence for 
Your Kingdom these precious junior teenagers under our 
care. Keep them safe, free from injury, and with a spirit 
of interest in the activities of each day. 


July 9 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 

The camp session is going much better than we expected, 
considering that no one had any prior experience with 
extended camping here. I’m grateful for this week and 
for all the children who are enrolled. Help us to know 
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how best to help these and countless other youth in the 
years to come. 


It was a pleasure to see Marvin Martin again and to 
have him with us here at camp. Thank You for him, 
Jewel, and the Clairemont congregation.* 


*Marvin Martin is an elder of the Clairemont church in 
San Diego, California. This congregation sponsors 
our evangelistic magazine and helps in various other 
ways in our work. 


July 10 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Master, 

This session is over and we’re packed up, ready to re- 
turn to the city. It went very well, we feel, despite some 
problem campers. And we feel that You were here bless- 
ing it. The honor and praise are Yours, Father, not ours. 
Bless all the young teenagers who participated. I’m think- 
ing now of Paulo Roberto, who showed such marked im- 
provement in attitude. | 


Father, You know I’ve been ill these past two or three 
days. Thank You for the strength to finish this encamp- 
ment. Thank You for Charley, Joyce, Margie, Dona Maria, 
Darrel, and my dad, who all helped in a special way. 


Now lead us home safely, Father. 


July 11 
Belo Horizonte 
Father, this bug has me down in bed. Please restore 
my health so that I may go about my normal activities, 
or if not, give me grace to wait on You. I’m missing 
worship so much today but am doing some reading and 
meditating. How I wish we could get the great lessons 
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of the Bible across to these people in a way that they can 
understand and will accept them. Only You can provide 
the wisdom and Spirit to do this. What a powerful lesson 
I found in II Kings 17. If anything, it reads more strongly 
in Portuguese than in English. 


July 20 
Belo Horizonte 


Thank You with all my heart, Father, for restoring my 
health. It’s good to be out and stirring around again 
some. Thank You for this beautiful, sparkling day and 
just for the blessing of being out in it. The sky has never 
looked so blue. 


Father, help me develop a new set of priorities and be 
able to abide by them. As I lay here in bed, I thought a 
lot about the relative importance of each thing I do. Make 
me understand that Your grace is sufficient, and then help 
me learn more than ever to lean on Your shoulder. 


Thank You for getting all of John and Lil’s documents 
to us. Now help us to process them in good order and 
quickly. Bless the Bennetts on their journey here, Father. 
May it be safe and profitable for them. 


July 23 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


Another camp session is over, this one even better than 
the first. We are greatly encouraged by what can be done 
through the youth here. Help us obtain the other property, 
Father, and construct more cabins so that we can expand 
the usefulness of the camp. Help me, Father, in'my prep- 
aration for the upcoming special issue of Volta. I pray 
that Your Spirit may guide each issue of the magazine. 
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May it continue to grow in usefulness and influence for 
good among the Portuguese-speaking people of the earth. 


Also, Father, I still want to go to the Pan-American 
Lectures in November. And the matter is still with You 
to work out. I want to learn to trust more and more in 
You, Father. 


July 25 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 


This has been a tiring day, but full and rich. I pray 
that all the families who participated in the weekend here 
at camp were uplifted spiritually by the experience. Father, 
continue to open the hearts of Claudio and Lidia to Your 
eternal message.* 


July 28 
Belo Horizonte 


I’m grateful to you, Father, for restoring my health. 
Give me strength now to settle my schedule back down 
and get on with my work. 


Bless our plans for camp development, Father. Help 
us to recover funds for our correspondence course work. 
I hurt in the depths of my soul when I think of thousands 
who might have studied Your Word but now may not 
have the opportunity. 


I’m concerned for Susan Hughes, for her critically ill 
father, and for her plans to return here to develop a child- 
care program. I don’t know what is best for all her plans, 
but You do. Guide her according to Your will.* 


*Answer: Susan returned and as this book goes to press, 
has several children under her care. 
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July 31 
Belo Horizonte 
Father, I still don’t know what to do about the work 

in Saudade. I can’t gracefully bow out because there 
seems to be no one to help with the congregation there. 
Yet, the emotional strain and lack of spirit there is enough 
to drive me to distraction. Oh, the burden of that poor 
group... 


August 1 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 

Today I pass another milestone in my journey—44 years. 
How much time I have wasted and misused in these years. 
How much more time do I have? How well am I follow- 
ing Your leading of my life? Guide me, Father. Help 
me walk more closely by Your side. 


This life You have given me, Father, has been so full 
of blessings. I can remember my humble childhood on 
the farm and in the mining camp at the end of the road 
in Oregon. I’m a long way from there and from that 
life, but thanks to You and to the spirituality of Grandpa 
and Grandma and my parents, I was given a vision of far 
lands to reach for Christ. May I live up to that vision 
more completely in coming weeks and months. 


If You will, Father, build through Jesus in this city and 
land a glorious church, that it might shed light on the 
spiritual darkness that exists here. How brazenly general 
are the sins of adultery and moral looseness here—hardly 
a home untouched by this cancer! 

I’m praying tonight for Clovis and Regina and for 
Mauricio and his wife, that they might have been drawn 
more closely to You. May they think seriously about the 
matters we discussed and before long turn to You. 
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August 6 


Rio de Janeiro 
Dear Father, 


I’m thankful for a safe trip here, but puzzled by the 
very expensive breakdown of our car. All we have is 
Yours, God, so if it is to be spent on a garage bill, we 
will accept this. The matter is in Your hands to care for 
since we don’t have the resources to cover this. You do, 
however, Lord, so we’re trusting solely in You in this 
matter. 

Bless the publications that are at the printers. I feel 
so inadequate to meet the needs of those many thousands 
who are reading them and pondering their own religious 
positions. 

Oh, God, how I long to grow and to help others to grow 
in knowledge of and faith in Christ. I want to share Your 
Holy Word out at Saudade, but so very few are showing 
any interest. 

Be with the Bennetts in the last hours of their journey 
here. Give them a special measure of Your Spirit to meet 
the challenges and frustrations before them in this culture. 


August 8 


Rio de Janeiro 
Dear God, 


What a day this has been! The worship this morning 
at Nova Iguassu was so typical of the Interior, in spite of 
its nearness to Rio. Things were so disorganized, and 
the leader of the congregation was rather domineering 
with the group, but whining to us about how poor they 
are and how much they want from the missionaries. I 
felt repelled by him and yet sorry for him, because he ap- 
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pears to be much of the cause for slow growth there 
through his negative attitude. 


Francisco Sampaio did a good job preaching. Strengthen 
him, Father, for a great life of Christian service. 


Then the problems we faced in trying to arrange for 
the baptism of that man ... churches with no baptistries, 
or refusing the use of their baptistries until they could 
obtain permission from the members, or baptistries bone 
dry! We finally had to carry many buckets of water from 
a well to fill the latter one. But the deed was accomplished, 
after four hours of attempts. 


August 9 


Rio de Janeiro 
Dear Father, 


The Bennetts are here safely and through customs with- 
out difficulty. Thank You for this. 


Bless Susan abundantly on her journey to the States. 
If it’s Your will, bring her back soon and with funds to 
care for homeless children. 


I’m glad to be back from picking up the car. Father, I 
don’t know how we'll ever pay off the bill, but I think we 
are calmer about it than we ever would have been in the 
past. 

Bless Carl in his work with the plane. Keep it running 
safely and often for the growth of Your Kingdom. 


August 10 
Belo Horizonte 


Lord, I want to thank You for guiding us back to Belo 
without mishap. Now help us find a home for the Bennetts 
so they may settle down soon to their new life here. 
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August 13 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear God, 


I pray with all my heart that You give us a special 
measure of wisdom in reorganizing the work in Saudade. 
May we be led to souls who are responsive, to families 
that are stable and dependable. If it is Your will, help 
us find a better location to rent or buy for the church 
there. Restore D. Neuza and her family to the church, 
Father. 


August 15 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


Still no house for the Bennetts. Please lead us to one. 
Help them get through initial culture shock with a mini- 
mum of discouragement. 


Lord, bless this census and campaign we’re planning in 
Santa Efigenia bairro. 


Thank You, Father. Again, You have blessed us so much. 
Mark’s scholarship aid for college is such a wonderful 
help. Be with him in Colorado at the camp and as he 
goes on to Los Angeles. 


May Antonio da Silva’s family be led to Christ, Father. 
I’m also thinking of Mariles, of Clovis and Regina, Claudio 
and Lidia, and others who appear to be interested in the 
Kingdom. 

Bless my parents on this, their 45th Wedding Anniver- 
sary. If You will, Father, keep them here with us awhile 
longer. Help my father in his work at the camp and with 
his many friends here in the city. 
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August 21 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 


What a marvelous, sparkling day this is here at camp. 
As I listen to the church young people singing and study- 
ing together how to win others to Your Son, my heart is 
filled with joy and love—joy over their desire and their 
spiritual growth as well as love for them, for this place, 
and for You, Father. 


Bless the two young men being immersed into Christ. 
Help them to become eventual leaders in Your cause here 
in Brazil. 


Help our efforts to obtain the remaining property for 
the camp and to develop it for even greater usefulness in 
Your Kingdom. 


Bless the Bennetts in their adjustment to life here. Lead 
them to living quarters that will serve their needs. Guide 
the McDonalds safely here. May our work grow as these 
new hands join ours in the work here. 


Father, two or three more matters are on my mind right 
now. For one, may we be led by Your hand in the cam- 
paign beginning tomorrow in Santa Efigenia and also in 
locating more permanent facilities for the work there.* 


Father, You know about the letter from Guatemala. Is 
it Your will that I go to the Pan-American Lectures? And 
Father, if it is Your will, cure my eye infection and pre- 
serve my health that I may serve You with all dedication. 


*Answer: Many interested persons were found and later 
a much better location for the church. 
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August 22 
Belo Horizonte 


Father, how great an opening response to the census in 
Santa Efigenia—44 families agreeing to classes out of 
about 240 interviewed! May many souls be won for Your 
Kingdom out of this number, and may we be wise and 
gentle in teaching them, guided by Your Spirit. 


August 28 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


The Bennetts still haven’t found a house. Please guide 
them to one quickly so they may settle down to their great 
task here. 


It is about time for the McDonalds to arrive. Bring 
them safely to us. 


And bless Mark, especially on his entering college. Give 
him Your peace and comfort as he faces a new life at 
Pepperdine. 


August 29 
Belo Horizonte 


Oh, Father, what a full, rich day it has been! Thank 
You for leading us to the new studies in Santa Efigenia 
and for those four souls born into Your family. Fill them 
with Your Spirit, Father. Grant them a life of dedicated 
service to Your cause. 


Be with the Martins on their return to the States. I’m 
so grateful for them and for the faithful participation of 
their congregation in our work here. 
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September 4 
Belo Horizonte 


I’m struggling so much with this eye infection, Father. 
Why has it come back so severely making it almost im- 
possible for me to work, or conduct classes, or even drive 
the car? Of what use am I to Your cause in this condition? 
Oh, Father, please give me grace to accept this condition, 
wisdom to understand and use it properly, and Your hand 
upon me that I might be cured, if it is Your will . . . Please, 
Father, hear this weak vessel and use him as You will. 
If You will, cure me. If not, give me strength to trust 
in Your guidance for my life. May I ever see through 
Your eyes, Father, whether I have clear eyesight again 
or not. | 


September 9 


Belo Horizonte 
Oh, Father, 


Thank You for improving my eyesight and for all the 
other countless blessings You bring every day. I’m still 
burdened with these other sicknesses of the body, as is 
Margie. Please continue to strengthen and heal us so 
that we may be strong enough to serve You with all 
diligence. 


Bless our Mark, Father. Comfort him as he faces such 
trials of loneliness and need. Give him the resources he 
needs to receive his schooling and keep him ever trusting 
in Your leading. Help Gerald and Linda in their new sur- 
roundings at the university in Santa Barbara. 


Open the hearts of all these new people attending the 
classes in Santa Efigenia. I pray that somehow You will 
lead us to souls that will obey and grow into strong citizens 
in Your Kingdom. 
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I was saddened today by the news from my father that 
they plan now to return to the United States at the end 
of this year. If You will, let them stay on here a little 
longer... 


September 20 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


It’s been a few days since I wrote. Please forgive me. 


My wholehearted thanks to You, Father, for greatly im- 
proving my eye infection. This has been a real trial for 
me, but I pray that it has taught a little more patience 
and dependence on You. 


Lord, we haven’t heard a word from the McDonalds. If 
You will, bring them quickly to us. 


Bless our plans for the two new congregations. May 
they develop into great works that glorify Your name.* 
And be with us in the Saudade-Efigenis work. Lead us 
to more open-hearted souls such as Dona Maria da Penha. 
May she soon be added to Your family. 


Be with Dale Brown in his illness. I don’t understand 
why such a thing is happening to him, but he is in Your 
hands, and I know that Your will is being done in his life. 


*Answer: These groups are developing fairly well. 


September 23 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Lord, 


Love and gratitude are very much on my mind today 
as Margie and I celebrate our 23rd Wedding Anniversary. 
I’m so thankful that You led me to her. I confess that I 
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wasn’t asking You for guidance in this important matter 
of marriage, but You, in Your ominscience, knew whom 
I needed. She is such a wonderful, loving mate who has 
always gone along with our difficult and trying moves 
over much of the United States and then to Brazil, the 
most difficult of all. Our love grows brighter each year; 
for this we are a thousand times blessed. 


If Your Son loved us only as much as we love each other, 
it would be a wonderful thing. But we know that our 
love, great but imperfect, cannot begin to compare with 
His love. May we continue to grow in love, patience, and 
regard for each other, as we come to understand more of 
Jesus’ perfect love for us. And, Lord, may we show 
more and more in this land of lightly held marriage vows 
what a real Christian marriage was meant to be. 


September 29 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear God, 


This has been a busy, but very significant, day in our 
lives here. We are all so grateful that the McDonalds 
arrived safely and in good spirits. Give them many years 
of fruitful service here in Brazil. May we all live in peace 
and harmony as we love and serve together. 


And then tonight, Father, the baptism of Dona Maria 
da Penha. Bless this fine woman. Through her may her 
family and friends be led to You. 


Please provide the means by which both Margie and 
I may go to the Pan-American Lectures. I know that 
through You all things are possible. So we ask in Jesus’ 
name, believing His promise. 
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October 10 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear God, 


May Your blessings fall on the da Silva’s as they cele- 
brate their Silver Wedding Anniversary today. Help them 
grow in faith and love. Please, Father, help their chil- 
dren to come to You with all their hearts. 


Thank You, Father, for the contact You provided with 
Sr. Jose Prestes. May he and his family accept Your 
Son and become faithful children in Your family. Give 
us also those families with which he was worshipping. 


Bless the upcoming encampments and campaign, as well 
as the plans for the new congregation in Bairro Carlos 
Prates. 


Father, be with our children in the States and with 
Richland Hills,* especially its elders and other leaders. 


*This is the author’s sponsoring church in Fort Worth, 
Texas. 


October 15 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear God, 


Much has happened since I last wrote. For one thing, 
the Browns have been here enroute to the States. Help 
Dale overcome his illness. Guide them into a new life 
that will be a blessing for them and for Your cause. Also, 
be with Henry and Jean Peebles. It was a joy and an 
emotional uplift to have them with us. 


Thank You for the many open hearts we found during 
the campaign in Conjunto Lider. May many people be 
brought to You from that bairro. And may a growing, 
sturdy congregation develop there. Lead us to a piece of 
property as a base of operations for that work.* 
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I’m grateful for Dona Sebastiana and for her receptive 
attitude. May she soon be won to Christ. 


Father, we’re getting no place, seemingly, in our search 
for property to expand the camp. Please resolve this im- 
passe for us because we can’t seem to get very far with 
it ourselves. 


Yours is the universe and all that is in it. What a mag- 
nificent creation it is and how awe-inspiring. 


* Answer: A new house at the entrance to this barro 
been given to us by the Lord. Later work 
there has been disappointing, however. 


October 24 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


What a wonderful day this has been! Increased atten- 
dances at Saudade and downtown, the response of Jose 
Prestes, and the baptism of Paulinho. His moving little 
message had an effect on everyone present. Bless him, 
Father, and help him to overcome his crippled condition 
and become a real saint. 


October 29 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Master, 


Reading again the book Ben Hur has re-emphasized on 
my mind the glory of Christ and His power over the hearts 
and minds of men. May He so live in me that all men 
may see Him alive and well in my life. 


Father, I don’t understand why nothing has developed 
yet on our going to the Pan-American Lectures.* You 
know of our desire to go and of the speech I am scheduled 
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to give on new areas opening for evangelism in Latin 
America. I have asked a number of times that You make 
it possible for us to go. But, Lord, may Your will be 
done. If we go or stay, we will give You the praise. 


Bless the plans for the new congregation in Bairro 
Carlos Prates. And please guide us in locating property 
there, in Conjunto Lider, in Sante Efigania, and here at 
camp. You, Father, own all that exists. May we dedi- 
cate these small bits of earth to Your holy cause? 


*Answer: See letter of November 8. 


November 6 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 

Thanks to the power of Your great Gospel, Jose Prestes 
was baptized today. I pray that he may become a sound, 
dependable leader in the church. He seems to have much 
potential and a number of contacts.* 


*He later fell away and hasn’t been seen since. What 
a pity! 


November 8 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear God, 

You continually bless me in so many ways. More than 
enough money has come for the trip to Guatemala for 
the Pan-American Lectures. My only regret is that Margie 
can’t go. But You know the reasons why, even if I don’t. 


Guide me in the preparation of my speech and of other 
materials, that all I present there may be true and power- 
ful, moving others to action on behalf of Your Kingdom. 
Help me not to seek attention for myself or my work, but 
for Your cause and its future in Latin America. 
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November 13 


Belo Horizonte Airport 
Dear Lord, 


As I await departure I’m thinking about the journey 
ahead and the responsibilities on me. Please give me wis- 
dom and Your guidance in all that I say and do. Bless 
Howard Norton and all who participate in the lectures. 
Oh, Father, I pray for Latin America. May it be Yours 
in Spirit as well as by riot of prior ownership. And, Lord, 
bless my beloved family as we’re separated. 


November 14 

Aboard Pan-American Flight 

Enroute from Caracas to Panama 
Dear Creator, 


What a wonderful privilege it was to participate briefly 
in the lecture series in Sao Paulo. Thank You for such 
men as Modesto and Guiliano and their courage for Christ! 
Bless abundantly the church here in Brazil, and especially 
those who came so far to participate in this series. 


Thoughts at 30,000 feet . . . The clouds are fluffy frost- 
ing on Planet Earth. I never cease to be awed by Your 
creation. Thank You for hearing my feeble prayers, 
Father, and for making it possible for me to make this 
journey... 


Something that was said yesterday reminded me of my 
sins. And then awhile ago, as I read from the Sermon 
on the Mount, I was reminded again of how weak I am. 
Father, only in You do I have strength. And only in You, 
forgiveness. Please pardon my transgressions and sins. 
Fill me with Your Spirit, that I may be strong to over- 
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come my own private hell of temptations and desires . 
What a pleasure it is to be with Howard Norton* on this 
trip. He is an inspiration to me. 


*Colleague in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


November 15 
Guatemala City 


Dear God, 

Thanks to Your ever-present protection, we are here 
safely in Guatemala City. What memories being here 
brings back from 1963 when I ventured into Latin America 
tor the first time to attend the initial Pan-American Lectures. 


It’s such a blessing to see Your men again—Car] James, 
Jerry Hill, Dan Coker, and the others . .. and now to know 
Joe Lee, another of Your servants. 


Lord, as You know, my suitcase and documents are miss- 
ing. Please restore them to me. Be with me through 
my speech that Your Spirit may guide me to be Your 
spokesman. 


November 17 
Guatemala City 
Dear Lord, 
My documents and bag have been returned, and for this 
great blessing, I thank You with all my heart. 


Thank You, Father, for Wendell Broom and his valuable 
lessons and for all who are contributing so much to this 
lectureship. As I think about those present — oldtime 
friends such as the Bob Waldrons, Car] Mitchell, Don Mil- 
lers, Leon Ramseys, George Gurganus’s, Don Starks, Anna 
Marie Sandoval, and so many others. I thank You for 
such a deep personal well of friendship. And then I think 
of new friends made here. Oh, the riches I have in Christ 
—to be a brother to such as these. 
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November 18 
Guatemala City 
Father, this is a beautiful land. As we toured some of 

it yesterday, I was awed by its powerful, potentially dang- 
erous volcanoes, its deep canyons, waterfalls, and its Lake 
Atitlan. But at the same time, I was saddened by its 
superstitions—Indians still practicing pagan rites on ca- 
thedral steps. Praises to Your name, there are some ded- 
icated couples working among the Quiche Indians. Give 
the Hiles, McCluggages, McCowns, and Rheinbolts a spe- 
cial measure of Your Spirit in this service. 


November 19 
Guatemala Airport 
Dear Lord, 

Well, another Pan-American Lecture program is over, 
so soon. And now the Grissoms and I have bid our be- 
loved colleagues goodbye and are waiting to take off for 
Brazil. Protect us on the journey. 


Give me a greater sense of urgency in my mission in 
keeping with the lectureship theme “Redeeming the Time” 
. .. And help me communicate this urgency to others. 


November 21 
Belo Horizonte 


Dear Master, 

What a blessing has occurred! I’m overjoyed with the 
decision of the downtown church to fully support two of 
their own Brazilian evangelists. Give us all strength to 
follow through on this decision. Bless Antonio dos Santos 
and Ronan Parreiras with a special portion of patience 
and of Your Spirit as they begin a new chapter in their 
Christian service.* 


*Answer: Both men are growing steadily in the Faith. 
ae 


November 30 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Father, 


My heart is singing with the beauty of this place. May 
all our times here be uplifting and renewing. Help us 
obtain the rest of the property we feel is needed for the 
camp. We cannot succeed in this matter because of the 
many obstacles being thrown in our path. But You, Father, 
can laugh at such things. Open the hearts of the owners 
of these pieces of property that they might listen sincerely 
to our request. Father, we want to sanctify these lots 
to Your holy service. Help us, we pray. 


About the kind offer made at the lectureship for me to 
work for a year to help develop a mission research center 
at Abilene Christian College, I don’t know how to decide.* 
I’m in a dilemma between the great need here and the 
great need for developing workers for the world’s fields. 
Lead me in Your way, Lord. Show me what Your will 
is for me at this point. 


*Answer: The author was led to devote one semester 
at this project during the Fall of 1972. 


December 1 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Lord, 


As You know, I rammed headlong into a conflict with a 
traffic policeman today and lost my self-control. Please 
forgive me, and while You are at it, Lord, grant me a 
greater measure of patience in my dealings with others, 
especially in this culture, which is still often so strange 
to us, and we to it. Help me learn to trust wholly in You, 
Father. 


What a joy it was to receive the letter from Paraibs 
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State today and to find that a congregation has developed 
there through receiving our literature. May the seed 
Sprout and produce much fruit there.* 


Bless the campaign in Jampruca this week, Lord. May 
people in that city hear and receive Your word gladly. 
Especially bless Jeronimo, Guiliano, Darrel, Frank, and 
Les in their efforts in the campaign. 


*Answer: There are now six groups meeting in that 
remote area. 


December 5 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


My heart is heavy over my father and his problem. What 
can I do or say to help him overcome his emotional con- 
flicts of the moment? Please give him peace. 


Father, we would build up Your Kingdom here as it 
grew initially in New Testament days, but at times it seems 
to move so slowly. Tonight there were so few present 
downtown in comparison to the number of members. Only 
You, Father, can build Your Kingdom in a strong, lasting 
way here. 


December 11 


Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Dear Lord, 


What a glorious day after weeks of rain. The sky is 
so blue, laced with billowy white clouds. It’s a good day 
to be alive. 

Father, You know far better than we what is needed 
for our service here. If You will, give us resources to 
continue correspondence courses and other aspects of our 
work. We are at the end of our rope financially.* 


ba GF a2 


Bless the couple baptized this week and also the work 
of Antonio dos Bantos and John McDonald in their home. 
Bring Dona Sabastiane to Your family in a dedicated way. 

*Answer: Help has come from a number of unexpected 

sources to bring us back to financial solvency. 


“The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof.” 


December 15 
Belo Horizonte 
Dear Ruler of my Life, 


My little effort to re-introduce prayer sessions at Sau- 
dade was a shambles. How painful this work is, Lord. 
So many people out there who are so totally without edu- 
cation and culture. How depressing it is to go to the 
homes of people like Dona Nair—not just the dirt floor 
and bamboo walls, but the totally black situation of her 
life, her home, and her rebellious little son. 


Help our Terry grow into Christian manhood, dedicated 
to You for life, as he celebrates his fourteenth birthday. 


December 23 
Retiro dos Pinheiros 
Oh, Lord, we are so thankful for the new property being 

provided for the camp. Help us construct the cabins and 
other facilities needed for the sessions in July. Forgive 
me for the argument I had with the government official. 
I lost my cool, and as a Christian, I’m ashamed that I took 
my frustrations out on him. 


Christmas Day 


Belo Horizonte 
Dear Father, 


Another holiday season and we’re a bit lonely, with three 
of our sons in the States. Care for them, Father, espe- 
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cially Mark, who is so serious and so innocent, and David, 
who has wandered so far from You. 

As my parents finish their preparation for returning to 
the States, guide them and find the work best suited for 
them in Your Kingdom.* 

Thank You for our many Brazilian friends. May I have the 
wisdom to know how to talk with them about their salvation. 

And Thank You for Jesus and His willingness to empty 
Himself and become a man born so humbly in Bethlehem. 

*Answer: They are now serving with a congregation 


composed largely of retired couples in a beau- 
tiful resort community in California. 


December 27 
Belo Horizonte 
Father, save the Antonio da Silva’s for Your Kingdom. 
They are falling away so quickly, after having taught so 
many others. And I’m thinking of Carlos, Milton, Jorge, 
and so many, many others who have collapsed spiritually.* 


*Answer: We are still awaiting the Lord’s interven- 
tion in these lives. 


December 29 
Anapolis 
Dear Lord, 

I’m thankful for a safe journey here and for the presence 
of John Bush, John Rodgers, and the Riess’s with us on 
the trip. This is a beautiful day in this land of the big 
blue sky. Bless the conference, Father. Give all of us 
open hearts to receive Your message. 

I wasn’t very much in tune with You yesterday, yet I 
almost knew instinctively that You were saying for us not 
to take the car on this trip. Everything I tried to do to 
get it ready for the journey seemed to backfire. 
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December 31 
Anapolis 
Father, thank You for the blessing of this conference, 
especially for the challenging lessons presented by Robert 
Fife.* 
I sensed Your help and guidance in my speech. I pray 
that it may help all of us grow into more mature men 
and women in Christ. 


Oh, Father, help us arrive at a real unity in Your work 
throughout Brazil and the world. 


Here it is, another year ended—how have I used it? 
How many pleas have You answered so totally? How many 
times have I failed to ask, to thank, to praise? How many 
goals for the year have I met? How many could I have 
met with more prayer and trust in You? Yet, even with 
fy failures, You have supplied so many blessings and times 
of pardon and power. 


As a new year begins, what will You do in my life? 
I pray for greater maturity, wisdom, devotion, patience, 
and a greater measure of Your Spirit in 1972. I pray for 
cleansing from all my sins, for grace to forgive others 
totally, and for control of my tendency to be disparaging 
of the efforts of others. 


*Answer: A well-known educator, evangelist, and author. 


Thank You for guiding our small efforts with Volta. May 
it grow in spiritual influence and reach many thousands 
more this coming year. 


May this poor little congregation in Saudade come out 
of its weakness and move ahead in triumph this year. May 
our camp be further developed and host many young people. 
And may all of Your sons and daughters in Brazil be 
united, marching boldly forward to great conquests of 
Satan’s territory here. 


— 79 — 


January 6, 1972 
Brasilia 
Father, here we are into the new year, with new op- 
portunities before us. Bless the many new converts of 
recent weeks and, especially, Dona Sebastiana. May she 
grow to be a strength in Your family and lead all of her 
children to You. 
Be with me and fulfill Your wil] in my life and family 
during all of this year, Father... 


THE END AND ANOTHER BEGINNING .. . 
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